Board of Selectmen

November 23, 2010 Meeting Minutes
Members Present:  Chairman Elaine Puleo, Al Springer, and J. April Stein

Also present:  Town Administrator Rebecca Torres and Administrative Secretary Leslie Bracebridge

Meeting opened at 6:30 PM

Appointments:
Police Chief Harding:

· Discussion concerning a Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) proposed regional dog officer program with animal storage at the Franklin County jail was not perceived to be functional for Shutesbury.  Dog Officer Long’s work was highly praised.

In the presence of Chief Harding and Sergeant Wall Selectmen conducted interviews for a part-time officer position with David Shoemaker of 585 Old Winchester Road, Warwick, MA 01378 and Peter J. Weis 332 Route 8A North, Charlemont, MA 01339.  Following the interviews and a thoughtful discussion Selectmen passed the hiring decision to the Police Department. Chief Harding will meet with Chairman Puleo on Friday, December 3 regarding a hiring decision.

Topics

1.   Update on gas clean up meeting on November 12 in Springfield:
· The O’Reilly, Talbot & Okun (OTO) 500-page report is written but has not yet been thoroughly read:  

· Jim Okun outlined the same 3 different remediation proposals for addressing contamination under the fire station at the November  12 meeting with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) officials in Springfield.  

· OTO will provide Becky with more specific information and estimates for under the fire station by Monday, November 29.  

· A lot of this has to be guesswork until the work is actually started and the actual conditions are identified.

· No date has been set for the meeting with DEP officials from Boston on the topic of repayment of Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) funds.

· Senator Rosenberg’s Aide Mary Jane Bacon is preparing a letter on behalf of Shutesbury to Massachusetts Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs Ian A. Bowles, on the premise that this is the worst year financially for the state to take funds back from a municipality to give to the federal government. (12/3/10 – Town Administrator Torres noted that the actual letter was addressed instead to DEP Commissioner Laurie Burt.)
2.  DCR Forest Futures Visioning Hearing:
· Selectmen will be attending the December 13 Forest Futures Visioning Hearing in Greenfield.

3.  Finance updates:
· Selectmen reviewed the reasons why some budget accounts are already spent down more than 50%.

· School choice will be reassessed by DOR and we will know the actual amount at the end of the year.

· The school lunch program figure showing a negative balance already, doesn’t reflect all adjustments yet to be made and is being monitored very carefully.

· Dam funding is a carry forward for required repairs along the way.

· The school gutter fund, established three years ago, has not yet been expended.  The gutters need to be addressed as part of the full school roof project. 

4.  Hampshire Power/Real Time Contact:
· Selectmen unanimously voted to sign a new contract for the coming year with Hampshire Council of Governments Electricity Supply Program Hampshire Power with real time rates and with a 3.0 cent per kWh administrative fee.

5.  Excess Levy Capacity Update:
· Selectmen signed a new tax classification sheet with the correct Excess Levy Capacity of $54,973.70 written onto it.  The form signed on November 9 had a zero amount for excess levy capacity. 

· The new tax rate being put forward to the Department of Revenue is $19.22, up from $18.65 in 2010.

6.  250th Ball – Date,/location, preparation for conversation on December 7 with 250th Committee:
· The Select Board Plan for a ball would be the Lake Wyola State Park beach location during a full moon if the facility is available and if alcohol can be served at that location.  Becky will report back after communicating with the Park Manager.  Elaine will confirm when the full moon will rise in September 2011.

7.  Committee updates:
· The Water Resources Committee had their first meeting on Saturday, November 13.  April will call Shutesbury residents Kevin and Nancy McGarigal, who have professional expertise in the subject to inquire of their interest in assisting the committee.  Board of Health Chairman William “Bill” Elliot has showed renewed interest in the Committee.

8.  Under the Fire Station:
· See #1 above.

9.  Shutesbury Athletic Club (SAC) License status update:
· Selectmen received copies of a November 10, 2010 letter from Fire Chief Tibbetts to the SAC regarding required safety repairs.  Completion of repairs is required before the Fire Safety Certificate can be issued.  The fire safety certificate is required before the Selectmen can sign their approval of the SAC re-licensing application. 

Select Board Actions

1.  Selectmen unanimously voted to approve the minutes of November 9, 2010.
2.  Selectmen signed vendor warrants totaling $174,334.57.
3.  Selectmen signed payroll warrants totaling $81,081.80.
4.  Library event form to sign:
· Selectmen unanimously voted to authorize use of the Town Hall large meeting room for a family New Years Party.

5.  Sign Contract with Elder Affairs:
· Selectmen signed a standard contract form for the Council on Aging annual grant and Becky will send it on to the Executive Office of Elder Affairs in Boston.

6.  Re-sign UMass Medical Medicare contract on page 4:
· Selectmen signed a new contract form on the correct line.

7.  Hampshire Power/Real Time Contract:
· See Topic number 4 above.

New Topics

1.  Selectmen received and reviewed the November 15 letter from the Attorney General regarding approvals of the bylaws approved at the May 1, 2010 Annual Town Meeting:

· The 4 amendments to the zoning bylaws are approved

· The Winter Use of Lake Wyola was approved with cautions and recommendations for adjustments to be made at a future town meeting.

· The Violation of Burning Permit bylaw was disapproved, being deemed inconsistent with statute..

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Leslie Bracebridge

Administrative Secretary
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