
Applicant proposes to breach beaver dam around culvert  in 1-2 days using a backhoe from the road.
Breach is to be gradual and controlled. Removed debris will be trucked off site and disposed of at
a commercial mulching facility. 
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Emergency Certification ratified by Commission on 5/11/23

See attached Certificate of Vote authorizing digital signatures. 
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SHUTESBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR EMERGENCY CERTIFICATION 

 

MONTAGUE ROAD-DUDLEY POND CULVERT 

BEAVER DAM BREACHING 

Landowner: Town of Shutesbury 

Applicant: Tim Hunting, Highway Department Superintendent 

Date: May 2, 2023 
Findings:  

 

1. The Applicant proposes to breach a beaver dam that has developed on the upstream side of the road 
culvert. The amount of dam materials has increased significantly in past month. With heavy recent rains, 
impounded water is creating a hazard at the culvert.  

2. Only the upstream beaver dam may be breached under this permit.  

3. Removal of the beaver dam is to be accomplished using a backhoe or excavator located on the road. 
Breach will be accomplished in a slow, gradual, and controlled manner over two days. Removed debris is 
to be trucked off-site and disposed of at a commercial mulching facility. The pond is currently in a 
flooded state. The dam breaching will lower the pond water level.  

4. The Highway Department believes that this breaching will only achieve a temporary solution, and that a 
flow protection device is needed. The Highway Department plans to consult with a specialist to design 
such a device.  

5. The proposed work shall occur on the Bank of a pond, in Land under a Waterway or Waterbody, 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, and in the 100-foot Adjacent Upgradient Resource Area (AURA) of said 
wetland Resource Areas.  

6. The pond, Land Under Waterway and Waterbody, and Bordering Vegetated Wetlands are protected under 
the Wetlands Protection Act.  

7. The pond, Land Under Waterway and Waterbody, Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, and AURA are 
protected Resource Areas under the Shutesbury General Wetland Bylaw.  

8.  An upgradient polygon near affected pond is mapped as Priority Habitat by the Massachusetts Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP).  

9. The downstream stone/concrete Dudley Pond Dam has been deemed an unsafe dam by the Office of Dam 
Safety.  

10. The Shutesbury Highway Department and Board of Health have determined that the existing beaver dam 
is a threat to public health and safety.  

Special Conditions 

1. Work under this Emergency Certification shall only include breaching of the beaver dam over two 
successive days if needed to lower the impoundment. 

2. Any additional breaching or installation of a flow protection device shall be reviewed under another 
permit request to the Commission.  

3. Pre-existing vegetation shall be preserved to the maximum amount possible.  



Dudley Pond Culvert Beaver Dam Breaching Emergency Certification Special Conditions 
Page 2 of 2 

11. Ground disturbance shall be minimized to the maximum amount possible.  

12. The breaching of the dam shall be conducted in a slow, controlled manner to prevent sediment releases 
and uncontrolled flooding.  

13. All removed debris shall be disposed of off-site and away from any Protected Resource Area.  

14. The Applicant shall notify the Commission by email within 24 hours of the completion of the work and 
shall arrange a post-construction site visit with the Commission to review site conditions.  
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