Shutesbury Water Resources Committee

Minutes of October 13, 2014

Members Present:
	Paul Lyons (acting chair)
	April Stein
	Mark Rivers
	Mike Ross
	Al Werner (recording)

Meeting began at 7:10 PM 

Minutes from September 8, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved with minor corrections by unanimous vote.

1. Member updates – There are two openings on the WRC one represents the Planning Committee and the other is an “at large” position.  April has contacted Nancy McGarigal (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) and Al contacted Tim Cook (Worcester State) and both are potentially interested in serving on the Water Resources Committee.  They will be invited to our November 10 meeting.

2. April reported that the Select Board does not want to limit access to the O-32 well site, but also does not want vehicle usage of the access road.

3. Paul Lyons and Al Werner provided committee with an update on progress for the well monitoring project.
a. All 8 wells have been outfitted with Level-logging recorders.
b. Highway Dept. has placed large rocks at Site 1 (Pelham Hill Rd. well site).  
c. Well site #3 (Town Hall) still needs to be “cleaned-up”- Paul will talk to Tim Hunting about completing this work.
d. Well site #4 (SAC):  Paul and Al processed a couple trailer loads of wood, Paul raked out the access road.  Paul and Al plan to construct a fence along the trail to make sure that snow machines do not veer off the trail toward the two wells.
e. Al and Paul will draft letters of thanks to Tim Hunting and Al’s
       neighbor Duane Klimczyk and bring to next meeting for signatures.
f. Project budget (expended and projected): our accounting suggests that we have ca. $6,000 remaining of the $30,000 allocation.  The committee discussed using some funds to determine the water quality of the four deep monitoring wells and that the balance should be used to collect downhole geophysical data.   Al will look into water quality tests and will get a better sense of what can be done re: downhole geophysics.  Al will contact sources to explore other ways to complete this work.
g. Al reported that his neighbor (Jamie Brown) has offered to set up a website for the well project, in which we could provide periodic updates, water level graphs, etc. for town residents and others.  Jamie has communicated with the web committee and was told to develop a web page that can be linked to the town’s web page at a later time. The WRC will discuss the content of the web page at the November meeting.
h. Al/Mark will work to locate the well completion reports for the wells drilled in the Wyola State park.   WRC discussed the merits of also monitoring these wells.
i. Mark inherited a couple of water quality meters from Bill Elliot and will bring them to our next WRC meeting.
4. Future Topics/Directions
a. Study Nitrate levels in water wells (evaluate potential for future issues).
b. Water quality of and surrounding Lake Wyola 
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]Road salt issue.

Meeting adjourned at 9:08 PM

Next meeting – Nov. 10, 2014
Topics – discuss water quality testing; well characterization; new members.
