LAKE WYOLA ADVISORY COMMITTEE

-Minutes-

February 17, 2018 at 9:00 AM 

At

Shutesbury Town Hall
Members Present:  John Gorey, Bob Thompson, Howard Kinder, Walter Tibbetts, Catherine Hilton, and Mark Rivers 
Guest:  Becky Torres
1. The Minutes from the November 18, 2017 meeting were reviewed and approved.
2. Discuss potential new projects for 2018
State Park Water Testing
Catherine is researching to determine if the monitoring well and beach water testing that is required by the 1998 Order of Conditions is being done.  

Meeting with the State Park Management
Last year, Steve Hubbard, Field Operations Team Leader at the Erving State Forest provided an update on activities at the State Park.  To potentially increase communication between the State Forest and Shutesbury residents, Mark will contact the LWA to see if they would be interested in having Steve attend the June or August Association meetings.  
Randall Road Boat Ramp Maintenance
Vegetation growth adjacent to the boat ramp is constricting access to the ramp and it needs to be trimmed. Walter will talk with Tim to see if he is available to trim the brush some time during the summer months

Boat cleaning turn-off area on Randall Road.

We agree to look at the condition of the Boat Cleaning area and determine if cleaning supplies (brushes) should be added.  

Erosion caused By Water Running across Locks Pond Road

The culvert on the west side of Locks Pond road are becoming plugged, causing water to run across Locks Pond and down Great Pine drives instead of remaining on the west side of the road; flowing into the Sawmill River.  The excessive amount of water flowing down Great Pines erodes the dirt road and causes sediment to flow directly into the lake.  The committee believe that the diameter of the culvert pipes underneath the driveways should be increase to at least 12 inches and cleaned as needed.  
3. Update on Lake Wyola cove restoration 

The RFQ for the North Cove Restoration and Watershed Enhancement design has been drafted and support for the project has been given by the: 
· Lake Wyola Advisory Committee

· Shutesbury Select Board 

· Shutesbury Conservation Commission 

The next step is to obtain support from the LWA Board of Directors.  It is on the agenda for discussion at their March 3rd meeting.  Pending approval, Mark will send it to several engineering companies to obtain design proposals.
4. Update on 2016 Lake Wyola Dam Inspection

The 2016 inspection reported noted the need to repair the mortar seal on the upstream end of the PVC sleeve in the low level outlet.  Walter briefed the Select Board on the need to make repairs and he is working on getting information and pricing to do the repairs.  
5. Status of the Locks Pond Culvert
Becky provide an update on application for funding to rebuild the Locks Pond Culvert.  It looks very promising that $500,000 will be available for the project’s design and construction  
Planning activities to rebuild the Wendell Road culvert continues. Tim is currently working on the Notice of Intent.  The project is on track to be completed this year.  

6. Goose Management – actions for 2108

Mark has applied for the annual Egg Addling Permit.  Bob will continue communicating with representatives from Mass Fish and Wildlife and the Mass Environmental Police in the hopes of getting the two organizations to agree to a common approach for goose harassment. We are also looking into alternative approaches such as those used to discourage seagull nesting in Quabbin 
7. Fall Drawdown
The lake water level has been lowered in the Fall since the early 1991.  The purpose is to create a storage capacity during hurricane season and prevent dam and shoreline damage by ice during the winter. There were questions regarding the need for a permit.  Mark will contact the Conservation Commission to get their thoughts. 

8. Safety and Information Kiosk at the Randal Road Boat Ramp

Howard noted that a protective rock had been installed to prevent damage to the information kiosk. 

Next meeting is March 17th

