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August 6, 2025 Board of Assessors Meeting Minutes
Board Members Present: Chairman Howard Shpetner and Members: J. April Stein and George Arvanitis.
Also present:  Assessors’ Clerk Leslie Bracebridge.   Guests:  None
1. Chairman Howard Shpetner opened the meeting at 6:40 PM.  Howard identified all people present.
2. George made a motion and April seconded to nominate Howard to continue in his role as Chairman of the Board of Assessors.  Howard stated his willingness to serve if elected.  There being no other nominations offered, the vote to elect Howard Shpetner as Chairman of the Board of Assessors for FY 26 was called:  Arvanitis - aye, Stein – aye, Shpetner – aye.
3. Public Comments:  No one from the public was present at the meeting.  Following the practice of other town boards and in keeping with the structure used by the Select Board, the Board of Assessors unanimously voted to add “Public Comments” of no more than 2 or 3 minutes in length, and after which the Board will make no immediate response, except to thank the contributor for the input, a regular item on the Assessors’ agendas.  
The item was added to this agenda, following 2 office visits by a Lake Wyola resident promoting motor boat excise taxes (Massachusetts General Law Chapter 60B) as a potential new source of municipal revenue. He was invited to bring his ideas directly to the Assessors, and he indicated that he planned to.  
Assessors will explore the impacts of MGL Chapter 60B. Office research shows no evidence that boats have ever been taxed in Shutesbury.  Collector McKay, who would be responsible for the billing and collection processes has been consulted and is actively helping with the research and analysis of the suggested activity.  To the best of her recollection, a similar analysis was conducted within the past 5 years, and found not to create enough revenue to offset the costs of administration and billing.    

4. George made a motion, seconded by Howard to approve the June 25, 2025 meeting minutes:  No changes were offered.  Approved as written:  Arvanitis - aye, Stein – aye, Shpetner – aye.
5. Old Business updates: George reported that the Finance Committee is looking forward to hearing about the level of new growth.  Assessors’ local new growth will be completed on Friday (8/8) morning. Major utilities new growth is in the hands of the consultant; the timing will be researched and reported.
6. Motions were made and seconded to approve the following Accountant reports:
· Motor Vehicle Abatements and exemptions:
Commit. Year

Report Date
    
 Total Amount Abated
                        2025                            June (2025 as amended)  $1288.55
                        2025                            July (2025)                   $ 202.25

No changes were offered.  Approved as provided:  Arvanitis - aye, Stein – aye, Shpetner – aye.
    7. A motion was made and seconded to approve the following FY 26 personal property commitment: 
Commit. Date

Commitment
    
                                 Total Commitment Amount
            June 25, 2025             FY 26 Preliminary Personal Property          $168,035.63
 Approval had been passed over at the June 25 meeting in order to verify the total amount. 

 Arvanitis - aye, Stein – aye, Shpetner – aye.
    8. A motion was made and seconded to approve FY 26 Real Estate tax administrative abatements and corresponding Community Preservation Act (CPA) surcharge abatements, due to recent sales:   
          Property Owner             Map & Lot    Reason                           RE Amount      CPA Amount
         Town of Amherst           T-8                Exempt/Municipal          $55.16              $0.83
         Brown and Rothchild     D-15              Sold to Kestrel/3ABC    $39.50              $0.60
         Brown & Rothchild        D-20              Sold to Kestrel/3ABC    $45.03              $0.68

         Brown & Rothchild       D-21               Sold to Kestrel/3ABC    $36.50              $0.55

         Brown & Rothchild       D-24               Sold to Kestrel/3ABC    $ 9.48               $0.14
No changes were offered.  Approved as provided:  Arvanitis - aye, Stein – aye, Shpetner – aye.
    9. A motion was made and seconded to approve the following motor vehicle commitment:   

          Commit. Date            Commitment #                       Total Commitment Amount
           July 22, 2025            4th for 2025                             $7,784.58
10.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the Chapter 61 Forestry classification application of Lyme Quabbin LLC for Map/Parcel U-11 off West Pelham RD in Shutesbury: The application is to assume an existing Chapter 61 classification status held by Cowls Inc., the previous owner.  The parcel extends over the town (and county) line into Pelham.  All paperwork is properly submitted, and a lien filed at the Registry of Deeds.  Arvanitis - aye, Stein – aye, Shpetner – aye.
11.  A motion was made, and seconded that the Board of Assessors recommend to the Select Board to accept a proposal from John G. Whelihan in the amount of $250 (to be taken from the Administrative Assessor salary line) to certify the FY 26 values of the Town of Shutesbury, conforming to the procedures and technical requirements of the Assessors and the Department of Revenue, Division of Local Services: 

The Assessors’ Department is much in need of this support: Arvanitis - aye, Stein – aye, Shpetner – aye.  Town Administrator Hayley Bolton will be notified to get the recommendation on a near future Select Board agenda so the tax-rate setting process can begin.
12.  Assessors reviewed previous and current Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) agreements held by the Town of Shutesbury and Temenos, 65 Mt. Mineral RD in Shutesbury: 
· The previous agreement between Temenos and the Town of Shutesbury was for 5 years, ending in 2026. 

· A new agreement was drafted for Select Board consideration without an ending date.

· A potential cover letter was also drafted and reviewed by the Board of Assessors, for use if needed.

· Assessors will similarly review the soon-expiring Sirius PILOT at the next Assessors’ meeting.

· The Amherst statutory payment schedule has been updated with recent land acquisitions for Amherst’s water supply protection, and was reviewed with previous Administrative Assessor David Burgess for accuracy.  It is ready to be sent in January of 2026, once the FY 26 tax rate is established.

A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously voted to instruct Leslie to bring the draft cover letter and renewal PILOT agreement for Temenos to the attention of Town Administrator Hayley Bolton with a request that it be put on an up-coming Select Board agenda for Select Board approval and sent off to Temenos with the invoice/agreement, and with any edits they Select Board may wish to make.
 13.  Assessors received updated copies of the Massachusetts Open Meeting law and signed copies of receipt of the information for the Town Clerk’s office.
14.   Administrative Assessor Search: The Search Committee continues to search and advertise for an Administrative Assessor.  The Committee will meet on Friday, August 8 at 11 AM.

15.  & 16.:  Assessors received information on how to access and use the new Department of Revenue/Division of Local Services interactive Assessors calendar and how to register for upcoming “What’s New in Municipal Law seminars.
17.  Topics Not Reasonably Anticipated 48 Hours in Advance of the Meeting: None
18.  Schedule Next Meeting:  Wednesday, September 17 at 6:30 PM.
19A motion was made and seconded to adjourn at 8:40 PM:  Arvanitis - aye, Stein – aye, Shpetner – aye.
Respectfully submitted, as approved on ,
Leslie Bracebridge
Assessors’ Clerk
List of Documents used at the meeting:
1.  August 6, 2025 meeting agenda.

2.  June 25, 2025 draft meeting minutes.

3.  Summaries to Accountant as detailed in minutes.

4. Actual FY 2026 Personal Property Commitment and calendar 2025 4th Motor Vehicle Commitment.
5. Real Estate Administrative Abatements and corresponding surcharge abatement certificates, as outlined in the minutes.
6. Lyme-Quabbin Chapter 61 application and certificates.

7. Proposal for setting the FY 26 tax rate.

8. Draft letter and PILOT agreement for Temenos.
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