Shutesbury Finance Committee — November Fiscal Update

This year towns across Massachusetts will make difficult decisions around how to balance rising
costs with essential services. In light of these pressures, the Shutesbury Finance Committee,
will be offering a series of Fiscal Updates to help residents become more familiar with
challenges and available strategies for preparing a balanced Fiscal Year 2027 town budget.

To begin this series, we’d like to highlight several bills currently under consideration in the
Massachusetts Legislature that relate to Shutesbury’s fiscal interests and the long-term
sustainability of rural communities like ours.

School funding

H.517/S.314 An Act to Provide a Sustainable Future for Rural Schools.
S.400 An Act to ensure adequate and equitable funding for public education
H.728 An Act relative to charter school fiscal impact and accountability
Learn more: FRCOG Report: A sustainable future for rural schools

Fiscal equity for land and water protection

H.1042 / S.546 An Act relative to the Quabbin Watershed and regional equity

H.3032 / S1939 -An Act to reform payments in lieu of taxes for state-owned land

H.2450 / S.1504 An Act to protect Massachusetts public health from PFAS

Learn more: PILOT Municipal Impact Study | PEAS Interagency Task Force Final Report

State grants and timely reimbursements
e H.3311 An Act advancing equity for rural communities receiving state grants
e S.2119 An Act providing for transparency and geographic equity in all state grant funding
e H.3830/S.2456 -An Act providing for timely reimbursement of cities and towns for
veterans' benefits

The Finance Committee will continue to monitor these and other developments that may affect
Shutesbury’s budget and financial planning.

We encourage residents to learn more about these proposals and, if you wish, to contact your
state legislators to share how these issues impact our community.

e State Senator: Jo Comerford
e State Representative: Aaron Saunders

We also invite all residents to follow along and engage in the conversation about how our town
can continue to provide essential services, sustainably control costs, and plan responsibly for
the future.


https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/HD3619
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/SD2178
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S400
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/h728
https://frcog.org/publications/a-sustainable-future-for-rural-schools/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H1042
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S546
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H3032
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S1939
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H2450
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S1504
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/findings-state-owned-land-pilot-program
https://www.shutesbury.org/PFAS_task-force
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H3311
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2119
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H3830
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2456
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JMC0
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/ALS1/

