Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Town of Shutesbury

Annual Town Meeting Minutes

May 2, 2015

At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Shutesbury qualified to vote in elections and
town affairs held at the Shutesbury Elementary School at 23 West Pelham Road on the second day
of May 2015 in the presence of a quorum, the following business was conducted. Moderator
Penelope Kim opened the meeting at 9:13 AM, and announced that to accommodate the overflow
crowd there is an alternate meeting site with Assistant Moderator Joan Hanson in the school library
and there will be a third location outside with Assistant Moderator Bruce Parkin if more space is
needed. Moderator Kim introduced public officials, identified emergency exits, read a Civic
Invocation, and identified Town Meeting Time as the procedural guide for this meeting.

Select Board member April Stein thanked Select Board Chairman Elaine Puleo for her time,
leadership and heart into the Town of Shutesbury as she finished her term of office, and Elaine gave
thanks to Leslic Bracebridge, retiring as Town Clerk. Moderator Kim recognized and thanked
Assessor Amanda Alix, Finance Committee Chairman Rus Wilson and Zoning Board member and
former Planning Board member and Chairman Jon Thompson, all stepping down after many years of
volunteer community service.

Voters were invited to enjoy food and drink provided by the Friends of the Library Café. Finance
Committee member Susie Mosher described the hand display which she had created to thank the
many community employees and volunteers.

Moderator Kim invited the Finance Committee to present a summary of the financial standings of
the town. Committee member George Arvanitis presented the Fiscal Year 16 budget as compared to
the Fiscal Year 2015 budget, reviewed revenue sources, and stated that the Finance Committee
believes the projected revenues will cover the budget proposed today. Chairman Rus Wilson stated
that the Town of Shutesbury is in good financial shape and urged voters to approve Atticle 1.

Article 1. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to appropriate a sum of money nof fo
exceed $1.693.200.00 for the Town’s share of the costs of the construction, installation and start-up of a
regional broadband network, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto, such project to
be carried out by the Town’s Municipal Light Plant acting as a member of a cooperative of such Plants
formed under Chapter 164, Section 47C of the General Laws; that to meet this appropriation the Treasurer
with the approval of the Board of Selectmen is authorized to borrow $1,693.200.00 under Chapter 44,
Section 8(8) of the General Laws or any other enabling authority; that the Board of Selectmen and any other
Town official is authorized to take any other action necessary or convenient to carry out this
project/provided, however, that this vote shall not take effect unless and until the voters of the Town agree




by vote to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by G.L. ¢.59, §21C (Proposition 27:) amounts
required to pay the principal of and interest on the borrowing authorized by this vote].

Following a Power point presentation by Shutesbury Broadband Committee Co-Chair Gayle Huntress and
invitations to speak and ask questions put out to all voters in all 3 locations, Moderator Kim declared that a
paper ballot would be used to count the votes.

The motion passed by a majority: YES: 417  NO: 12.

Article 2. A motion was made and seconded that the Town approve the existing Amherst-Pelham Regional School
District Agreement for allocating the total amount to be contributed by each member town of the District for Fiscal
Year 2016 as required by Section VI of the Regional Agreement.

Passed in the majority.

Article 3. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to transfer from free cash the amount of
$10,000 for the purpose of hiring a consultant to advise and assist the town in conducting a
visioning/goals/objectives/policies process as a first step in updating the town’s existing master plan.

Passed in the majority.

Article 4. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to set the salary compensation for all elected
officials of the town (Select Board, Town Clerk, Moderator and Constable) as provided by MGL Chapter 41, Section
108, to be made effective from July 1, 2015, as contained in the budget.

Passed unanimously.

Article 5. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to raise and appropriate, and transfer from available
funds, a sum of money to meet town expenses including operations, capital, salaries and school expenses of
$5,979,441.00 by raising the sum of $5,959,027.00 and transferring $20,414.00 from the Septic Betterment Fund, for
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2015.
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Article 5 Passed unanimously.



Article 6. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $10,000 from Free Cash, to
fund OPEB (Other Post Employment Benefits).

Passed unanimously.

Article 7. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to transfer $300,000 from Free Cash to the Capital
Stabilization Fund.

Passed unanimously meeting the 2/3’s requirement for passage.

Article 8. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to raise and appropriate $27,336 to transfer to the
Capital Stabilization Fund.

Passed unanimously meeting the 2/3’s requirement for passage.
Article 9. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to transfer from free cash the sum of $25,000 to fund
installation of rubber tile flooring in 2 halls in the elementary school.

Passed unanimously.

Article 10. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to transfer from free cash the sum of $17,500 to
fund a mower for the highway department.

Passed unanimously.

Article 11. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to transfer from free cash the sum of $36,000 to
fund a new police SUV cruiser for the police department.

Passed by a majority.

Article 12. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to accept and expend funds available from the
State for Highway reimbursement programs, such as the Chapter 90 program, without further appropriation.

Passed unanimously

Article 13. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer, with the
approval of the Select Board, to borrow money from time to time in anticipation of revenues for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2015 in accordance with the MGL Chapter 44, Section 4 and to issue a note or notes therefore,
payable within one year, to renew any note or notes as may be given for a period of less than one year in accordance
with the provisions of the MGL Chapter 44, Section 17.

Passed unanimously.
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Article 14. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to allow the Select Board to apply for, accept and
expend state, federal and other grants, which do not require a town appropriation.

Passed unanimously

Article 15. A motion was made and seconded that the Town approve the appointment pursuant to MGL Chapter
268A, Section 21A of Catherine Hilton as a Board of Health Administrative Consultant while also serving as an
elected official on the Board of Health.

Passed unanimously
Article 16. A motion was made and seconded that the town hear, and act, on reports of town officers,
committees, and boards.

April Stein: Lake Wyola Advisory Committee members attended COLAP (Coalition of Lake and Ponds)
to network with other communities that have private Lake Associations. The Committee has a permit to
addle goose eggs to control the goose population. Water testing is supported in conjunction with the Water
Resources Committee.

April Stein: Personnel Board members are reviewing the hiring process, the 2% increase in wages for FY
2016, are watching if pay rates are in line with what others are paying.

Al Werner: Water Resources Committee members meet monthly to plan work relative to surface and
ground water issues. The wells approved at last year’s town meeting are drilled and being monitored. A
progress sheet was provided. The good news is there is a lot of water supply and it hasn’t changed much
from year to year. The wells will be monitored over the coming decades to see how the water levels hold up
in drought. Results of monitoring levels and water quality are available on the town’s website.

Veronica Richter Open Space Committee: The Open Space Plan has been sent in and is pending
approval. Members put in hours and hours into the plan. It is an excellent and extensive detailed read.

Jeff Lacy reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals meets as needed for Site Plan Reviews, Special
Permits and Variance. Thanks town meeting for providing a Clerk to the Board, and thanked Linda Avis
Scott for doing the work..

Jeff Lacy reported that the Planning Board is currently reviewing 2 open space designs, and a very
substantial solar farm between West Pelham and Pratt Corner Roads. The Planning Board will be working
with the Zoning Board of Appeals on a slate of amendments to bring to town meeting in 2016.

Town Administrator Torres announced: There will be a public meeting Tuesday night at 7 PM at the
Shutesbury Town Hall regarding the proposed solar farm.

Before calling the vote, Moderator Kim surmised: “This town runs on volunteers.”

The main motion passed unanimously.

Article 17. A motion was made and seconded that the Town of Shutesbury vote to act on the
recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee on the fiscal year 2016 budget to transfer the
following sums of money from the Community Preservation Fund estimated annual revenues: $5,000 to
Open Space (excluding recreational purposes); $5,000 to Historic Resources; $5,000 to Community
Housing; and $29,600 to the FY16 Community Preservation Fund budgeted reserve.

Passed unanimously
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Article 18. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to appropriate $2,200 from fiscal year
2016 Community Preservation Fund estimated annual revenues for necessary and proper administrative and
operation expenses of the Shutesbury Community Preservation Committee.

Passed unanimously.

Article 19. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $25,000 from
the Community Preservation Fund; and to meet this appropriation, transfer $5,000 from the Historic
Resources account and transfer the sum of $20,000 appropriated from the Community Preservation Fund
Balance, to preserve, rehabilitate and restore the historic grave stones of Shutesbury’s West Cemetery, as
detailed in the Shutesbury Cemetery Commission’s Project proposal, with all the work to comply with the
Standards for Rehabilitation stated in the United States Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment
of Historic Properties, said funds to be expended under the direction of the Shutesbury Cemetery
Commission.

Passed unanimously

Article 20. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $5,000 from
the Community Preservation Fund; and to meet this appropriation, transfer the sum of $5,000 from the
Community Preservation Fund Balance, to create a waterfront park at the former Town Beach, as detailed in
the Old Town Beach Improvement Project proposal, said funds to be expended under the direction of the
0Old Town Beach Improvement Committee.

Yes: 50 No: 10

Article 21. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $4,100 from the
Community Preservation Fund; and to meet this appropriation, transfer $4,100 from the Community
Preservation Fund Balance, to create a recreation area with a canoe/kayak launch on Town owned land
with Lake Wyola frontage, as detailed in the Conservation Commission’s project proposal, said funds to
be expended under the direction of the Conservation Commission.

Yes: 40 No: 18

Article 22. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to name a portion of the former Town
Beach the William G. Elliott Waterfront Park.

Passed with one abstention.

Article 23. A motion was made and seconded that the Town vote to authorize the following revolving funds for
certain town departments under MGL Chapter 44, Section 53 E1/2 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2015, and to
further authorize that any surplus in said accounts exceeding the amounts reflected below in the surplus column will
be directed to the general fund at the end of the fiscal year.
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Revolving fund Authorized to speny Revenue source Use of fund FY2015 Surplus
spending | column
limit cap

Dog license and con{ Town Clerk and | Licenses, fines and Supplies and animal | $1,000 $1,000

Dog Officer donations care
Recycling Recycling MIRF, grants, bulky wastel Expenses, stipend an| $25,000 $5,000
Coordinator and | garbage bags, recycling equipment
Town containers
Administrator

Fire Inspections Selectboard Fire inspection fees Pay Fire Inspector or | $3,000 $1,000

assistant

Electrical Inspection{ Selectboard Electrical Inspection fees | Pay Electrical Inspect| $4,000 $1,000

assistant

Plumbing Inspection| Selectboard Plumbing Inspection fees | Pay Plumbing Inspect $5,000 $1,000

Swimming Exercise | Selectboard Swimming Exercise fees | Pay instructor $3,000 $1,000

Library & Dog Library Board of | Grants, fines, sales, dog $10,000 | $7,500

Trustees licenses, bequests
Conservation Commissioners Local Wetland Protection | Education, outreach,| $1,000 $1,000
Permit Fees maintenance of
property
Flu Vaccine Board of Health Reimbursements for Flu Clinic Expenses | $1,500 $1,500
Flu shots & grants

SRECS Solar Selectboard Contract payments for Renewable & $30,000 | $40,000

Renewahle Energy Solar PV Production Conservation Energy

Certificates Projects

Total Spending $83,500

Passed unanimously

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted to dissolve the meeting at 1:44 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

—_—
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Leslie Bracebridge
Shutesbury Town Clerk

A true copy. Attest:




