Board of Selectmen

December 7, 2010 Meeting Minutes
Members Present:  Chairman Elaine Puleo, Al Springer, and J. April Stein

Also present:  Town Administrator Rebecca Torres and Administrative Secretary Leslie Bracebridge

Meeting opened at 6:30 PM

Appointments:

Police Chief Harding:

· Hiring a part-time officer will be held off for a while and the hours of the current part-timers’ will be increased.

· A new search may be conducted in the spring.

· There is a significant outlay of funds to train and equip new officers.

· Some officer absences that need to be filled cannot be predicted.

· Discussed possible conditions of the Sunday, December 5 plane crash at Still Corner in Leverett.

· The Amherst UMass Police Department is moving to a new location on East Pleasant Street and in the moving process a Shutesbury resident, who works there, Susan Young is watching for surplus items for Shutesbury.  On her recommendation, a donation of three $5,000 laptops have come to Shutesbury for the Police and Fire Departments to share.  

· Wendell and New Salem will also get some laptop computers. 

· Susan is looking for additional hard drive and memory add-ons necessary to get the laptops up and running. 

· When working properly, the laptops can pull up photos to aid officers during traffic stops.  

· The necessary air cards will run $40/month/per computer.  

· Internet coverage in Shutesbury is limited.

· Set up will take a couple of months.

· There is a charger available at the UMass Police Department with only 6,000 miles on it.

· Selectman Springer wonders if there are any dash cameras available.

· The Fire Chief will not be at tonight’s Finance Committee meeting due to a structure fire on East Chestnut Hill Road in Montague burning right now.

· Discussed Police Department scheduling in coming months.

· No new news on the Kirschner case.  

· There has been an increase in “domestics.”

Selectmen met with Sara Clark, wife of 161 Pratt Corner Road Clark Auto Wrecking business owner Tom Clark, on behalf of her husband regarding the annual renewal of his Class III automotive dealer license (MGL Ch. 140 S. 59) for 2011:

· The business just put up a new fence.

· Trees have been trimmed.

· Selectmen are invited to visit the site anytime and to feel welcome to bring any questions directly to the Clarks.

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted to sign a new Class III automotive dealer license in keeping with M.G.L. Ch. 140 S. 59 for 2011.

250th Celebration Committee Co-Chair Janis Gray met with Selectmen:

· Janis distributed a list of events “in the works” for the 2011 year.

· Steve Kulik will speak at the January 8 kick-off bonfire to be held at the fire station. 

· Happy Dan will perform and sing.

· Savannah Ouellette has offered to see if her musical group could perform that evening.

· Janis requested that a Selectman speak at the kick-off event.  Elaine stepped forward.
· April suggests a local blues group might perform.

· The Fire Department has offered a portable garage and resident Susan Rice has offered a portable heater, both of which could musical instruments warm for the event.

· Young musicians will be invited to perform.

· Advertising methods for the 250th Celebration events were discussed. 

· The Board of Selectmen offered to sponsor (coordinate) a 250th Celebration Ball:

· The venue must be large enough to hold a large gathering of people, allow alcohol be served, and be available on September 10 which is the weekend closest to the September full moon.  

· Becky will inquire of Lake Wyola State Park Manager Frank Buntin if the state beach would be available for such an event on Saturday, September 10.

· The Lake Wyola Association may have a tent the town could borrow.

· A Triathalon could be held for a fund-raiser for a 250th celebration ball:

· Janis will run the date by the 250th Celebration Committee next week and get back to the Selectmen.

· The 250th Celebration Committee will continue to store supplies available for donations in the technology room at Town Hall. 

· (Town Hall interior renovations will be taking place in January 2011 in preparation for insulation.)

Topics

1.  See Clark’s Class III Auto Parts Dealer License under Appointments above.

2.  Becky reported on the soil contamination clean-up under the fire station:

1. The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)’s response to Senator Rosenberg’s  Nov. 16 letter to DEP Commissioner Laurie Burt, requesting relief of the repayment obligation of the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) funds expended to clean-up soil at the fire station thus far: 

· The federal agreement requires DCR to go through the process to retrieve the money. 

· Senator Rosenberg’s office recommends Shutesbury continue trying to set up a meeting with DCR, to show good faith and good intentions.  

2. The O’Reilly, Talbot & Okun report is due to Becky tomorrow:

· Once complete she will sign-off on it.

· Fire Chief Tibbett’s response to the SVE System Installation cost estimate:  We don’t have the required 3-phase electrical service at the fire station.

· OTO has called national grid to run the service from the school up to the fire station.

· Expenses could be $1,000/month for 3-phase service.  

· How far will the remediation under the fire station go?

· Rocks could create barriers to vacuuming out the contamination.

· Would it be less expensive to take down ½ or all of the fire station?

· It could cost $100,000 to remove the soil, in addition to the cost of a new building or re-building ½ the standing building.  
· If grant funds were available and could cover 60% of a rebuild of the fire station, it would need to be looked at.  Grant funds have dried up since 9/11 and 2 war fronts; all federal money has been spent.

· Could the Selectmen just sit tight?  We are three years into the 5 year DEP program.  We have to get to closure within 5 years, and we have to do something significant by June 30, 2011.

· The cleanest thing is to bring the building down, dig it all out, and re-build:  $2.5 million.

· 4 options:  1. Do nothing, 2. Pursue the SVE solution, 3. Take down ½ the fire station, remove soil and rebuild, or 4. Remove the whole building, remove soil and re-build.

Becky will sign off on the OTO report to DEP using “eDEP” and continue to communicate with DEP.

3. 250th Ball – See conversation with 250th Committee Co-Chair Janis Gray under appointments above.
4.  Committee Updates:

5. Athletic Club:  Selectmen will meet with the Shutesbury Athletic Club (SAC) representatives on December 21 at 5 PM to review the 2011 re-licensing approval. 
· Becky:  Will communicate with Tax Collector McKay and check that local taxes are paid or that a payment plan has been set up in keeping with our local adoption of statute requiring taxes be paid before licenses are issued.

· The Fire Safety Certificate of Inspection required by Chapter 304 of the Acts of 2004 has been signed by the Fire Chief and the Building Inspector.

· Police Chief Harding should be present to review the Memorandum of Understanding for 2011.
· Can Selectmen recommend licensing when the current Form 43 is disapproved? 
i. It is understood that repayment of state taxes can be a constant problem because of the delay in availability of the Department of Revenue’s (DOR) updated information.  

ii. In a previous year the process went forward with only a disapproved Form 43 on hand and the new Form 43 then came back approved.

iii. Athletic Club Treasurer Laurie Doubleday has signed the DOR mandatory form stating that the SAC is current with state taxes. 
Select Board Actions

1.  Selectmen unanimously voted to approve the minutes of November 23, 2010 as written.

2.  See approval of the Clark’s Class III Automotive Sales Dealer’s license above.  

3.  Selectmen signed vendor warrants totaling $78,775.49.

4.  Selectmen signed payroll warrants totaling $91,498.98.

5.  Selectmen discussed but did not sign (as the signature page was not included) a new excess levy capacity statement, LA-5 form based on corrected calculations from the Assessors and a new tax rate: $19.37/$1,000.

New Topics

1.  Selectmen unanimously voted to approve and sign a Personnel Action Form appointing Daniel Emerson to the Fire Department.  Daniel is an EMT and an ex-fire chief.

2.  Elaine reported having invited Board of Health Chairman William “Bill” Elliott to speak to the Select Board about the Massachusetts Department of Public Health Request for Information #107212 Public Health District Incentive Grant Program.

3.  The next Select Board meeting will be December 14 at 6:30 PM in order to get Selectmen out early on their regularly scheduled December 21 meeting which was moved up to start at 5 PM.

Meeting adjourned at 8:44 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Leslie Bracebridge

Administrative Secretary
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