Community Preservation Committee 2012 Public Hearing 
By: Donald Fletcher, Chair, Community Preservation Committee 

The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) will hold its annual Public Hearing on March 1 at 6:00 PM in the Elementary School Conference Room. The Hearing provides two opportunities: 

1) to contribute to and to hear others’ thoughts about Shutesbury’s community preservation needs, possibilities and resources; and 

2) to hear about and discuss two proposed projects requesting Shutesbury’s Community Preservation funds. They are:

● the Historic Commission’s request for an additional $8,000 to repair / replace the sills of the historic West Schoolhouse. This request is in addition to the $15,000 recommended by the Community Preservation Committee and approved by the May 2011 Town Meeting. The additional funds are needed because multiple bid cycles have indicated that the project will cost more than originally estimated.

● the SIRIUS Community’s request for $13,500 to restore and repair the existing foundation and to replace the sills of the historic South School. This is the initial work to preserve the school to provide a teaching and workshop facility for SIRIUS.

The Community Preservation Committee decision making will be guided by Shutesbury’s Community Preservation Plan. This plan describes the Town’s current profile, goals, and evaluation criteria for Historic Preservation, Open Space, Recreation, and Community Housing, the categories defined in the Community Preservation Act. They were developed with input from the relevant Town boards, committees and residents at-large. This input, along with other Town plans, informed the CPC’s study of Shutesbury’s needs, possibilities, and resources regarding community preservation. Overall our goal is to ensure these funds are spent to help the Town make the “highest and best use”. These funds come from a 1.5% surcharge on real estate taxes, with exceptions for the 1st $100,000 of valuation and for low income residents, and a state match that was 100% for a few years but has declined to 25%.
The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) encourages Shutesbury residents, town committee volunteers and officials to attend the Public Hearing to learn the details of and answers to questions about the proposed projects. Shutesbury’s CPC will vote in April whether to recommend funding for each project. If recommended, the funding decision will be made in May by the Annual Town Meeting. Only proposals recommended by the CPC and approved at a Town Meeting can be funded.

Interested in reading the details? Just go to the What’s New section at www.shutesbury.org and click on ‘Community Preservation Plan’ to read about Shutesbury’s “Application and Approval Process”, “Application for Funding”, and Evaluation Criteria.

The CPC Public Hearing is a fragrance free meeting. For special accommodations contact Rebecca Torres at 413.259.1214 by 2/19/12. For weather related emergency rescheduling please call the town clerk’s office at 259-1204, or check the online calendar at Shutesbury.org

