Community Preservation Committee Public Hearing 
By: Donald Fletcher, Chair, Community Preservation Committee 

The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) will hold its annual Public Hearing on February 24, 2011 at 6:00 PM in the Elementary School Conference Room. The Hearing provides two opportunities: 
1) to contribute to and hear others’ thoughts about Shutesbury’s community preservation needs, possibilities and resources, and 
2) to hear about and discuss the Historic Commission’s proposed West Schoolhouse Sill Project. 

The Historic Commission’s proposal is Shutesbury’s first application for Community Preservation funding. The Community Preservation Committee encourages Shutesbury residents, town committee volunteers and officials to attend the Public Hearing to learn the details of and answers to questions about the proposed project. Shutesbury’s CPC will vote in April whether to recommend funding for the West Schoolhouse project. If recommended, the funding decision will be made in May, by the Annual Town Meeting. Only proposals recommended by the CPC and approved at a Town Meeting can be funded.
The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) has prepared to make effective Community Preservation Funding recommendations with a year long collaborative, deliberative and inclusive process. Our goals are to ensure that Shutesbury’s Community Preservation funds are spent wisely and are used only for projects that benefit the town. To accomplish these goals the CPC sought and received broad input about the town’s needs, possibilities and resources regarding the community preservation areas of focus - historic preservation, open space, recreation and community housing. 
CPC members attended trainings on the background, structure and legal requirements of the Massachusetts Community Preservation Act (CPA), the Community Preservation program’s enabling legislation. Plans, processes and successful projects in other CPA communities were studied. During the past year the CPC consulted with Shutesbury’s town committees and officials, town residents at a public hearing, and Town leaders at the fall All Town Boards meeting. As a result of these efforts, the Community Preservation Committee developed guidelines to help those interested in sponsoring a community preservation project and a thoughtful and transparent two tiered application and approval process. 
Interested in reading the details? Just go to the What’s New section at www.shutesbury.org and click on ‘Community Preservation Plan’ or ‘Community Preservation Committee’ to read Shutesbury’s “Guidelines for Proposals”, “Application and Approval Process”, “Determination of Eligibility” and “Application for Funding”.
